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SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM'S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION 

REE: SINGAPORE 1606 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM DEPARTED FOR MOSCOW AS PLANNED 
(REETEL) ON APRIL 7 ACCOMPANIED BY ONG TENG CHEONG, SENIOR 
MINISTER OF STATE (COMMUNICATIONS), HWANG SOO JIN, A MEMBER 
OF PARLIAMENT, LIM CHIN TEONG, DEPUTY SECRETARY (CULTURE) 

AND KISHORE MAHBUBANI, DEPUTY SECRETARY (MFA). ACCORDING TO 
STRAITS TIMES OF APRIL 8, RAJARATNAM AT PRE-DEPARTURE AIRPORT 
PRESS CONFERENCE REITERATED WELL-KNOWN GOS VIEWS CONCERNING 
GREAT POWER PRESENCE IN THE REGION. RAJARATNAM SAID THAT 
PROVIDED THE COMPETITION BETWEEN THE GREAT POWERS IS TO SEE 
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COUNTRIES, THEIR PRESENCE WOULD BE WELCOME. HOWEVER, THEIR 
PRESENCE COULD JUST AS WELL BE DANGEROUS IE THEY ENGAGED IN 
CONELICTS WITHIN THE REGION WHICH COULD INVOLVE THE SMALLER 
COUNTRIES. 

2. RAJARATNAM TERMED HIS VISIT ROUTINE AND SAID IT WOULD BE 

TO RENEW ACQUAINTANCES AND SURVEY THE WORLD SCENE. RAJARATNAM 
NOTED THAT MUCH HAS CHANGED IN THE FIVE YEARS SINCE HE LAST 
VISITED THE SOVIET UNION. SPECIFIC SUBJECTS ON THE GOS-SOVIET 
AGENDA APPARENTLY INCLUDE SOUTHEAST ASIAN AFEAIRS AND BILATERAL 
RELATIONS INCLUDING THE EXPANSION OP TRADE AND CULTURAL TIES 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, RAJARATNAM 
SAID THAT THE SUBJECT OF CHINA WOULD BE BROUGHT UP BUT NOT AS 
A SPECIEIC ITEM. 

3. STRAITS TIMES REPORTED THAT IN ADDITION TO VISITING MOSCOW, 
RAJARATNAM AND HIS ASSOCIATES WILL ALSO VISIT RIGA AND KIEV. 
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